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NORTH TORONTO HISTORICAL SOCIETY    

NEWSLETTER 
VOL. 33  NO. 4                 DECEMBER 2009 

The Society meets at the Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Boulevard (one block north of Eglinton, just west of 

Yonge) at 7:30 pm on the last Wednesday of each month from September to November & January to May.  Programmes are 

free and are open to the public. Our co8sponsor is the Northern District Branch of the Toronto Public Library. 

Winter ProgrammeWinter ProgrammeWinter ProgrammeWinter Programme 

Join us at 7:10 for refreshments before the programme. 

WednesdaWednesdaWednesdaWednesdayyyy, 27 January, 7:30 p.m., 27 January, 7:30 p.m., 27 January, 7:30 p.m., 27 January, 7:30 p.m.    
THE HISTORY OF CHINATOWN IN TORONTO THE HISTORY OF CHINATOWN IN TORONTO THE HISTORY OF CHINATOWN IN TORONTO THE HISTORY OF CHINATOWN IN TORONTO     

 
The arrival of Chinese people in Toronto, and the development of Chinatown, began with the 

completion of the CPR railway in 1885. Hostility in British Columbia drove Chinese immigrants 

eastwards in search of employment and a more welcoming place.  Archival photographs will bring to 

life the history of the Chinese in Toronto in this programme presented by Arlene ChanArlene ChanArlene ChanArlene Chan. Arlene grew up 

in Chinatown, where she attended school and worked at her parents’ restaurant on Elizabeth Street.  

She is the author of one adult book and three children’s books.  Her fourth book will be on Toronto’s 

Chinatown. 
 

Wednesday, 24 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 February, 7:30 p.m.    
FROM HERE TO QUEBEC CITY: ONE MAN’S TANTALIZING TREK THROUGH FROM HERE TO QUEBEC CITY: ONE MAN’S TANTALIZING TREK THROUGH FROM HERE TO QUEBEC CITY: ONE MAN’S TANTALIZING TREK THROUGH FROM HERE TO QUEBEC CITY: ONE MAN’S TANTALIZING TREK THROUGH 

MULTICULTURALISMMULTICULTURALISMMULTICULTURALISMMULTICULTURALISM    
    

In celebration of Black History Month, writer and broadcaster Robert Payne Robert Payne Robert Payne Robert Payne describes his own and his 

family’s history within the larger cultural realities of Canadian society.  Payne, with family roots in 

New Brunswick going back five generations, was born in Montreal, raised in Quebec City and moved to 

Toronto to pursue career opportunities. 
 

NNNNOTEOTEOTEOTE: : : : A brief Annual General Meeting will precede the February programme. 
 

Wednesday, 31 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 31 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 31 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 31 March, 7:30 p.m.    
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ARCHIVES: A CLIP OF ONTARIO’S PASTLIGHTS, CAMERA, ARCHIVES: A CLIP OF ONTARIO’S PASTLIGHTS, CAMERA, ARCHIVES: A CLIP OF ONTARIO’S PASTLIGHTS, CAMERA, ARCHIVES: A CLIP OF ONTARIO’S PAST    

    
This audio8visual programme chronicles the history of the Ontario government through a variety of 

entertaining film clips from government produced films and ads from 1922 to the 1980s.  Presented by 

staff from the Archives of OntarioArchives of OntarioArchives of OntarioArchives of Ontario. 
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Heritage NewsHeritage NewsHeritage NewsHeritage News    
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Heritage Building Destroyed by FireHeritage Building Destroyed by FireHeritage Building Destroyed by FireHeritage Building Destroyed by Fire    
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Keep Up With Heritage NewsKeep Up With Heritage NewsKeep Up With Heritage NewsKeep Up With Heritage News    
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Mail a Mill!Mail a Mill!Mail a Mill!Mail a Mill!    
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North York Historical Society is 50!North York Historical Society is 50!North York Historical Society is 50!North York Historical Society is 50!    
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New NTHS websiteNew NTHS websiteNew NTHS websiteNew NTHS website    
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Glengrove and BlythwoodGlengrove and BlythwoodGlengrove and BlythwoodGlengrove and Blythwood    
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50 Years Ago50 Years Ago50 Years Ago50 Years Ago    
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Fall WalkFall WalkFall WalkFall Walk    

Fall Walk Fall Walk Fall Walk Fall Walk continues on page 4 
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SSSSEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER         Fighting Words: The Life  Fighting Words: The Life  Fighting Words: The Life  Fighting Words: The Life 
and Times of Joseph Atkinsonand Times of Joseph Atkinsonand Times of Joseph Atkinsonand Times of Joseph Atkinson    
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Fall Lecture SeriesFall Lecture SeriesFall Lecture SeriesFall Lecture Series    

Fighting Words Fighting Words Fighting Words Fighting Words continues on page 5 
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Fall Walk Fall Walk Fall Walk Fall Walk continued from page 3 
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OOOOCTOBERCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER         The Lake Erie Shore: Ontario’s  The Lake Erie Shore: Ontario’s  The Lake Erie Shore: Ontario’s  The Lake Erie Shore: Ontario’s 
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Lake Erie Lake Erie Lake Erie Lake Erie continues on page 6 
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